St. Laurence Parish
225 Jewett St. | Elgin, IL 60123
Parish Office - 225 Jewett St.
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Tuesday - Thursday
Phone - 847-468-6900
Rectory - 226 Orchard St.
After-Hours Emergency: 847-468-6100

https://stlaurenceelgin.org
EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
Saturday - 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM Spanish
Sunday - 7:15, 9:30, 11:30 AM Spanish
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Special times upon request.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE & BAPTISM
Check our website for more information.
Stlaurenceelgin.org/parish-information

My House Shall Be Called A House of Prayer
Please help us keep a prayerful and reverent atmosphere in the
Church before and after Mass.
PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Andrew Mulcahey - amulcahey@rockforddiocese.org
Fr. Robert Camacho - Priest in Residence
Deacon Joe Bermea - deaconjoe@stlaurenceelgin.org
Business Manager
Belinda Bermea belindab@stlaurenceelgin.org
Religious Education
Thomas O’Leary, DRE - thoasodre@stlaurenceelgin.org
Antonia Ramirez, CRE - antoniarcre@stlaurenceelgin.org
Finance Council
Joe Malas, Chairman

Let Us Build a House…We welcome you! We invite you
to journey with our St Laurence Community as we seek to
grow in faith and love for one another and to bring the
GOOD NEWS of Salvation to all we meet. Visitors, those
considering a return to the faith, and our faithful
members…All are welcome in this place.

Construyamos una casa ...¡Te damos la bienvenida!
Te invitamos a viajar con nuestra comunidad de St
Laurence, mientras seguimos creciendo en la fe y el
amor mutuo, llevando las BUENAS NOTICIAS de
Salvación a todos los que conocemos. Visitantes,
aquellos que están considerando un regreso a la fe, y
nuestros miembros fieles...Todos son bienvenidos en
este lugar.

Please Pray For:
For the strengthening in faith of all who are afflicted in body,
mind or spirit please pray for:
Francisco Becerra, Cheryl Benson, Benjamin Blanca, Sergey
Bolotov, Robert Borofsky, Kathleen Camarena, Stephanie CastnerArchinal, Melanie Childs, Alexandra Collovati, Kiana Collovati,
Kristine Cusack, Carmen D Diaz, John Duffy, Elberta Einwich, John
Giuliano, Robert “Todd” Gomez, Kay Hogan, Anna Hroback, Mary
Jones, Nancy Kacer, Marlene Kessel, Peter Kniepper, Lane Kobus,
John G. Kolakowski, Juanita Lesperance, Irene Liszkiwicz, Gin
Lossau, Gary Mahoney, Mike Mailloux, Josefa Maturska, Kimberly
Morate, Mark Mumbly, Tim Neal, Elizabeth Obradovic, Bonnie
Penera, Deacon Bob Plazewski, Paula Portis, Anna Pyrich, Adrian
J. Ramirez, Lisa Rednour, Julieta Regalado, John Sarto, Gary
Schilingo, Thomas Schmidt, Louanne Slania, Greg Soohov, Sr.,
Nathan Thomas, Roy Thompson, Sharon Walden and Kimberly
Winfree.

Mass Intentions, Dec 14-20, 2020
Monday

8:00 AM Connie Kunold offered by Joy Volkening

Tuesday

8:00 AM Stanley Bucholc offered by Family & Friends

Wednesday

8:00 AM William E Connery offered by Connery Family

Thursday

8:00 AM Vic Volkening offered by Volkening Family

Friday

8:00 AM Larry J Metz Jr offered by The Metz Family

Saturday

4:00 PM In memory of Dolores & Harry Potter offered by
Bonnie DeBoer
6:00 PM St Laurence Parish Community

Sunday

7:15 AM Ron Glogowski

(Online)

8:30 AM Faithful Souls Departed
9:30 AM Julio Ramirez Vega offered by Jose Ramirez

May God protect our members who serve in the armed forces and
return them safely to their families:
ARMY: Staff Sgt. Jennifer (Clough) Korfmacher
ARMY BRAVO 1-178 INF RC: Mario Troy Vasquez
AIR FORCE: Major Victoria L. Cramer
COAST GUARD: Ensign Allison Rychtanek

11:30 AM Martha Estella de Cotto offered by family

Lord, Hear our Prayer.
Adoration/Adoracion

Lector’s and Social Guides

Weekly Readings
Monday

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday

Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17

Friday

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Saturday

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25

Sunday

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:2527; Lk 1:26-38
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Pray for our Deceased
We pray for the repose of the soul of
J. Earl Foster
Father of Kristi Guetschow
Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord; and let perpetual light
shine upon him. May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Stewardship
Weekly: November 16-22

Received
$ 6492.00

Budget
$ 7,200.00

DSA: Thru November 22, 2020

Received
$ 35220.00

Goal
$ 43,962.00

Altar Flowers
In honor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
By Theresa Higareda

St Laurence Community
Annual Giving Tree
Similar to the Head Start Program's
request during the food drive, they
have requested funds to purchase gifts
for their children in need. In order to do
this, we rely once again on the generosity of our parishioners. We ask that
you consider contributing either cash
or check (made payable to St Laurence Parish) to help fund their efforts.
Donations are being accepted the
weekends of 12/12-13 and 12/19-20.
Please place in an envelope marked
Giving Tree and place in the collection
basket or you may drop it off at the
office on Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday.
Once again, thank you for your kind generosity.

Comunidad de St Laurence
El árbol de donación anual
Al igual que la solicitud del Programa
Head Start durante la campana de
alimentos, han solicitado fondos para
comprar regalos para sus hijos necesitados. Para ello, confiamos una vez
más en la generosidad de nuestros
feligreses. Le pedimos que considere
la posibilidad de contribuir con efectivo
o cheque (hecho pagadero a la Parroquia de St Laurence) para ayudar a
financiar sus esfuerzos. Las
donaciones se aceptan los fines de
semana del 12/12-13 y 12/19-20. Por
favor, colóquelo en un sobre marcado
como Giving Tree y colóquelo en la
cesta de la colección o puede dejarlo en la oficina los martes, miércoles o jueves.
Una vez más, gracias por su amable generosidad.

Let us not be justices of the peace, but angels of peace.—St. Thérèse of Lisieux

Readings for Today, Third Sunday of Advent
Reading 2: 1 THES 5:16-24
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.
Do not despise prophetic utterances.
Test everything; retain what is good.
Refrain from every kind of evil.

Reading 1: IS 61:1-2A, 10-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor,
to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to the prisoners,
to announce a year of favor from the LORD
and a day of vindication by our God.

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will also accomplish it.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,
in my God is the joy of my soul;
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,
like a bride bedecked with her jewels.
As the earth brings forth its plants,
and a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise
spring up before all the nations.
Responsorial Psalm: My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked upon his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
R. My soul rejoices in my God.

Music Dec 12-13, 2020
4 PM

7:15 AM

Entrance

Emmanuel (Angrisano)
GP 219

Emmanuel (Angrisano)
GP 219

Offertory

On Jordan's Bank
SM 323

On Jordan's Bank
SM 323

Communion

Maranatha GP 220

Maranatha GP 220

Communion 2 Mary's Song SM 241
(new britain)

Mary's Song SM 241
(new britain)

Recessional

Proclaim the Joyful
Message SM 224

Proclaim the Joyful
Message SM 224

Gospel: JN 1:6-8, 19-28
A man named John was sent from God.
He came for testimony, to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.
He was not the light,
but came to testify to the light.
And this is the testimony of John.
When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to him
to ask him, “Who are you?”
He admitted and did not deny it,
but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”
So they asked him,
“What are you then? Are you Elijah?”
And he said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
So they said to him,
“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?”
He said:
“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘make straight the way of the Lord,’”
as Isaiah the prophet said.”
Some Pharisees were also sent.
They asked him,
“Why then do you baptize
if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”
John answered them,
“I baptize with water;
but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.
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Lecturas de Domingo, Tercer Domingo de Adviento
Primera lectura: Is 61, 1-2. 10-11
El espíritu del Señor está sobre mí,
porque me ha ungido
y me ha enviado para anunciar la buena nueva a los pobres,
a curar a los de corazón quebrantado,
a proclamar el perdón a los cautivos,
la libertad a los prisioneros,
y a pregonar el año de gracia del Señor.
Me alegro en el Señor con toda el alma
y me lleno de júbilo en mi Dios,
porque me revistió con vestiduras de salvación
y me cubrió con un manto de justicia,
como el novio que se pone la corona,
como la novia que se adorna con sus joyas.
Así como la tierra echa sus brotes
y el jardín hace germinar lo sembrado en él,
así el Señor hará brotar la justicia
y la alabanza ante todas las naciones.
Salmo Responsorial: Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador.
Mi alma glorifica al Señor
y mi espíritu se llena de júbilo en Dios, mi salvador,
porque puso los ojos en la humildad de su esclava.
R. Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador.
Desde ahora me llamarán dichosa todas las generaciones,
porque ha hecho en mí grandes cosas
el que todo lo puede.
Santo es su nombre y su misericordia llega,
de generación en generación, a los que lo temen.
R. Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador.
A los hambrientos los colmó de bienes
y a los ricos los despidió sin nada.
Acordándose de su misericordia,
vino en ayuda de Israel, su siervo.
R. Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador.

Segunda lectura: 1 Ts 5, 16-24
Hermanos: Vivan siempre alegres, oren sin cesar, den gracias
en toda ocasión, pues esto es lo que Dios quiere de ustedes en
Cristo Jesús. No impidan la acción del Espíritu Santo, ni
desprecien el don de profecía; pero sométanlo todo a prueba y
quédense con lo bueno. Absténganse de toda clase de mal. Que
el Dios de la paz los santifique a ustedes en todo y que todo su
ser, espíritu, alma y cuerpo, se conserve irreprochable hasta la
llegada de nuestro Señor Jesucristo. El que los ha llamado es
fiel y cumplirá su promesa.
Evangelio: Jn 1, 6-8. 19-28
Hubo un hombre enviado por Dios, que se llamaba Juan. Éste
vino como testigo, para dar testimonio de la luz, para que todos
creyeran por medio de él. Él no era la luz, sino testigo de la luz.
Éste es el testimonio que dio Juan el Bautista, cuando los judíos
enviaron desde Jerusalén a unos sacerdotes y levitas para
preguntarle: “¿Quién eres tú?” Él reconoció y no negó quién era.
Él afirmó: “Yo no soy el Mesías”. De nuevo le preguntaron:
“¿Quién eres, pues? ¿Eres Elías?” Él les respondió: “No lo soy”.
“¿Eres el profeta?” Respondió: “No”. Le dijeron: “Entonces dinos
quién eres, para poder llevar una respuesta a los que nos enviaron. ¿Qué dices de ti mismo?” Juan les contestó: “Yo soy la voz
que grita en el desierto: ‘Enderecen el camino del Señor’, como
anunció el profeta Isaías”.
Los enviados, que pertenecían a la secta de los fariseos, le
preguntaron: “Entonces ¿por qué bautizas, si no eres el Mesías,
ni Elías, ni el profeta?” Juan les respondió: “Yo bautizo con
agua, pero en medio de ustedes hay uno, al que ustedes no
conocen, alguien que viene detrás de mí, a quien yo no soy
digno de desatarle las correas de sus sandalias”.
Esto sucedió en Betania, en la otra orilla del Jordán, donde Juan
bautizaba.

Music Dec 12-13, 2020
6 PM and 11:30 AM
Entrance

Buenos días paloma Blanca #425

Offertory

Dios te Salve María #415

Communion

Madre Nuestra

Recessional

Adiós Reina del Cielo #412

Vivan siempre alegres, oren sin cesar.— 1 Tesalonicenses 5:16

Understanding Christmas Symbols

(submitted by Kay Gotter)

NATIVITY SCENE
Angels, shepherds, and Magi. Animals. Mary and Joseph and the baby, Jesus. We see
Nativity scenes in churches and our homes and in paintings. Most of the images in a Nativity
scene come from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, enriched by prayerful imagination and
symbolism. Luke tells us that the newborn Jesus was laid in a manger, where animals feed.
In Nativity scenes you will almost always see two specific creatures: and ox and an ass. This
is inspired by Isaiah 1:3: “An ox knows its owner and an ass its master’s manger.” Christians
have understood this image to reflect all creation’s awareness of God’s presence among us.
Artists weave into the Nativity scene symbols of the rest of Jesus’ life and death. Light may come from the infant, who is
the Light of the World. In some images, Jesus’ manger resembles a tomb or coffin, reminding us that He suffered and
died. A nearby lamb hints that this is the Lamb of God. Crumbling buildings in the landscape represent the old world that
Jesus will renew. Once you start looking you can see all sorts of signs that help you understand more about Jesus.
ADVENT WREATH
Wreaths with candles were used in ancient pagan communities to signify hope for spring
while in the middle of winter. During the Middle Ages, Christians integrated the lighted wreath
into their reparations for Christmas. The four candles, which represented the four thousand
years between Adam and Jesus, remind us tat Jesus is the Light of the World. The candles
are usually the Advent colors you see in church. The candles are usually the Advent colors
you see in church. The candles for weeks one, two and four are violet, the color of penance.
Week Three is Gaudete Sunday (Rejoice) and its color is rose. On that Sunday we are filled
with joy because the Messiah is coming. The Advent wreath is a circle, the shape that reminds us of God because it has no beginning or end. Some like to fashion Advent wreaths out of evergreen branches
such as laurel or holly. The evergreen calls to mind the eternal life that Jesus brings us and even the specific types have
symbolic meaning: laurel was used as a prize in the ancient world and so represents Jesus’ victory over suffering. Holly
has pointy, sharp leaves and so remind us of Jesus’ humble sacrifice for us.
CHRISTMAS TREES
Trees have been important symbols in many religions and from earliest times, evergreen trees
have reminded people of life through winter and darkness. The evergreen tree has a specific
meaning for Christians. Long ago, European Christians celebrated December 24 as the feast
of Adam and Eve, our first parents. They put up a “Paradise Tree” decorated with fruit. It was
a way of remembering how human beings had eaten fruit from the forbidden Tree of Knowledge
of good and evil. That sadness was replaced by joy the next day, December 25, when they
could celebrate Jesus, born to save us from that sin and open the way back to God. Jesus
would demonstrate his love by dying on a cross, made from a tree. A Christmas tree is a tree
of life!
This tradition developed over the centuries. In some cultures, people hung wafers from the
tree’s branches to remind them of the Eucharist. The first Christmas lights were candles and now we have strings of electric bulbs. These lights remind us of Jesus, who is the Light of the World. And everywhere, we surround our Christmas
trees with gifts: small gifts that echo the greatest gift of all: Jesus himself who was born to us and lived among us. His
love is evergreen, lasting through eternity.
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LIGHTS AND STARS
Lights are an important part of Christmas. It begins with the star that led the Magi to Jesus, a
star that’s often represented symbolically with four points so that it looks like a cross. We
celebrate this star and the light of Jesus by decorating our homes with all kinds of lights inside
and out. These lights remind us that Jesus is “the light of the world’ and the LIGHT OF Jesus
conquers darkness everywhere in the world and in our own hearts too.

JESSE TREE
David was a great king but after his death his people stopped following God. The prophets
told them that God would send them a Savior, a Messiah, who would make all things right.
The prophet Isaiah said that the Savior would be from the “root of Jesse”. Jesse was David’s
father. This meant that the Messiah would come from David’s family. The Gospel writers Matthew and Luke both tell us that Jesus was indeed a descendant of David. Over the centuries
Christians put this truth into picture form by imagining a tree growing from a person: Jesse.
Jesse trees are usually decorated with symbols of the history of God’s people: an apple, tablet
of the 10 Commandments, David’s harp, etc. With each new ornament, we remember and
celebrate God’s love for us.
From: Book of Catholic Signs and Symbols, Amy Welborn, Loyola Press

Support our Advertisers

New Office Hours
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday and
Friday going forward. You are welcome to leave a
voicemail or send an email. Messages and emails
will be responded to on Tuesday.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS GONE VIRTUAL. “I am the
voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘make straight the way of the
Lord.'” Whose voice are you listening
to, the world or God. Invite God into your marriage by going on
an upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter from the
comfort of your home. There is a virtual experience Jan. 12 to
Feb 2, in a series of two sessions per week for three weeks of
roughly 2 hours each or an experience during Lent, February 18
- March 31 once per week. For more info go to:
alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.
Para un fin de semana en español por favor llamen a Candelario
y Emilia al 815-375-4250.

Please note: The above notice is a permanent
change HOWEVER, in keeping with the current
Illinois guidance as well as the Bishop's directive,
the office is closed to visitors until further notice.
We ARE available to conduct all parish business as
noted above.
Please call/email the Parish Office with any questions: 847-468-6900 or office@stlaurenceelgin.org.
The emergency number to reach Father Andrew is
847-468-6100.

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.— 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

See

Your Ad
in

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

COLOR

McLean Auto Repair

MANUFACTURED
HOME COMMUNITY

630-497-5950

965 N. McLean Blvd.

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

(847) 741-9576

100 First Ave., Bartlett, IL 60103
info@springlakesestates.com
facebook.com/springlakesestates

Complete Automotive Maintenance

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include
cost of material.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card
will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of
the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Offer expires 9/30/20.

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Dee Reinhardt | 708-822-2152
Helping your business with:

www.time2mrkt.com

Schedule 1 hour - receive a 1/2 hour free.

Laird Funeral Home P.C.

310 S. State St. • Elgin, IL 60123

847-741-8800
Donald Laird

120 S. Third St. • West Dundee, IL 60118

847-836-8770

Stephen Laird
Robert Laird
Corey Short

Patricia Laird

“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
51 Center St., Elgin, IL 60120

847-742-2100
512094 St Laurence Church

www.jspaluch.com

201 S. Main St., Algonquin, IL 60102

847-658-4232

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

