
 

 

St. Laurence Parish      
225 Jewett St. | Elgin, IL 60123 
 

Parish Office -  565 Standish St. 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM  Monday - Friday    
P - 847-468-6900 F - 847-468-6904 
After Hours - 847-531-6203 
https://stlaurenceelgin.org  
Rectory - 226 Orchard St. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION  
Saturday - 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM Spanish  
Sunday - 7:15, 9:30, 11:30 AM Spanish 
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM  
            
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Wednesday 5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Special times upon request. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE & BAPTISM 
Check our website for more  information. 
Stlaurenceelgin.org/parish-information  
 
 
 
PASTORAL STAFF  

Fr. Andrew Mulcahey - amulcahey@rockforddiocese.org 
Fr. Robert Camacho - Priest in Residence 
Deacon Joe Bermea - deaconjoe@stlaurenceelgin.org 
 
Secretary - Belinda Bermea   belindab@stlaurenceelgin.org  
Bookkeeper - Agnes Mozdzen  agnesm@stlaurenceelgin.org  
Religious Education    
  Thomas O’Leary, DRE - thomasodre@stlaurenceelgin.org 
  Antonia Ramirez, CRE - antoniarcre@stlaurenceelgin.org 
Finance Council - Joe Malas, Chairman  
 
SCHOOL—http://stlaurenceschool.com  
572 Standish St.  | Elgin, IL 60123 
P - 847.468.6100  | F - 847.468.6104 
 
Principal -  Manuel Cantu  mcantu@stlaurenceschool.com 
Secretary  -  Vanessa Castro office@stlaurenceschool.com  

My House Shall Be Called A House of Prayer    
Please help us keep a prayerful and reverent  atmosphere in the 
Church before and after Mass. 

 
 Let Us Build a House…We welcome you! We invite you  
to journey with our St Laurence Community as we seek to 
grow in faith and love for one another and to bring the 
GOOD NEWS of Salvation to all we meet. Visitors, those 
considering a return to the faith, and our faithful           
members…All are welcome in this place. 

Construyamos una casa ...¡Te damos la bienvenida! Te invitamos a viajar 
con nuestra comunidad de St Laurence, mientras seguimos creciendo en la 
fe y el amor mutuo, llevando las BUENAS NOTICIAS de Salvación a todos 
los que conocemos.  Visitantes, aquellos que están considerando un regreso 
a la fe, y nuestros miembros fieles...Todos son bienvenidos en este lugar. 



 

 

St. Laurence Church | Jewett & Standish St. | Elgin, IL 60123 | 847-468-6900 | https://stlaurenceelgin.org 

Monday 8:00 AM Ray Sr. & Ruth Palczynski offered by Family 

Tuesday 8:00 AM Larry J Metz offered by the Metz Family 

Wednesday 8:00 AM In memory of Randy Rysewyk offered by    
Charity Di Liberti 

Thursday  8:00 AM Stanley Bucholc offered by Family & Friends 

Friday 8:00 AM Roberta Metz offered by the Metz Family 

Saturday  4:00  PM Linda Kalinski offered by Sharon Leschke 

Sunday  7:15 AM Clifford Fredericks offered by Deacon Bob and 
Mary Jane Plazewski 

 9:30 AM St. Laurence Parish Community 

 11:30 AM Shirley Kovar offered by Michael & Debra    
Walsdorf 

Saturday 6:00 PM Para Celestino Espinosa en el aniversario de su 
fallecimiento ofrecido por la familia Espinosa 

For the strengthening in faith of all who are afflicted in body, 
mind or spirit please pray for:  
Cheryl Adamczyk, Francisco Becerra, Cheryl Benson, Benjamin 
Blanca, Sergey Bolotov, Robert Borofsky, Kathleen Camarena, 
Delores Cantu, Stephanie Castner-Archinal, Melanie Childs,      
Alexandra Collovati, Kristine Cusack, John Duffy, Elberta Einwich, 
John Giuliano, Kay Hogan, Anna Hroback, Mary Jones, Nancy  
Kacer, Lane Kobus, John G. Kolakowski, Juanita Lesperance, Irene 
Liszkiewicz, Gin Lossau, Gary Mahoney, Mike Mailloux, Josefa 
Maturska, Kimberly Morate, Mark Mumbly, Tim Neal, Elizabeth  
Obradovic, Bonnie Penera, Deacon Bob Plazewski, Paula Portis, 
Anna Pyrich, Adrian J. Ramirez, Deacon Bob Real, Lisa Rednour, 
Julieta Regalado, Max Schaff, Gary Schilingo, Thomas Schmidt, 
Louanne Slania, Greg Soohov, Sr., Tommy Starr, Nathan Thomas, 
Sharon Walden and Kimberly Winfree. 

Mass Intentions - June 1-7 

May God protect our members who serve in the armed   
forces and return them safely to their families:  
ARMY: Staff Sgt. Jennifer (Clough) Korfmacher 
ARMY BRAVO 1-178 INF RC: Mario Troy Vasquez 
AIR FORCE: Major Victoria L. Cramer 
COAST GUARD:  Ensign Allison Rychtanek, 

Lord, Hear our Prayer. 

Monday Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16; Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2; Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday 2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Mk 12:28-34 

Friday 2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 168; 1-6; 
Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday 2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22; Mk 12:38-44 

Sunday Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-55; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 

Weekly Readings 

Please Pray For:  

Sign-ups for altar flowers are in great 
need.  Please call the parish office if 
you are interested in providing flowers 
for the altar and watch for sign-ups in 
the future. 

Altar Flowers     

Welcome Home! 
 Bienvenido a casa!  

 
Did you know you can sign up to get our  
bulletin delivered to your email in-box?  

https://ebulletin.jspaluch.com  

OR 
E-Offering for your weekly donations? 
https://members.myeoffering.com/. 



 

 

“And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy  
Spirit.’” Let the Holy Spirit infuse your marriage 
with increased trust and intimacy by participat-
ing in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter week-
end on June 26-28 in Rockford, IL; Sept. 11-13 
in Geneva, IL or Oct. 16-18 in Brookfield, WI. 
Visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.   
Para un fin de semana en español por favor llamen a Candelario 
y Emilia al 815-375-4250.   

Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles begin to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-11). 

Happenings 

Adoration/Adoracion 
Adoration will resume on Wednesday evenings from 5-7 pm. There will 
be a limit of 7 persons allowed to register for 20-minute increments. We 
are reserving 3 openings for walk-ins who wish to come for confession. 
You may register for multiple time slots, for example, you may register for 
5-5:20 pm, again for 5:20-5:40 pm, and again for 5:40-6:00 for up to 1-
hour total. We would like to ensure that openings are available for all who 
would like to attend.  
 
Click on the link to register. (If link is not active, please copy and paste to 
your web browser). https://signup.com/go/cudqAYC 
 
La Adoracion, se continuará este Miércoles por la tarde de 5-7 pm. 
Solamente se permitiran 7 personas a la vez por un tiempo de 20 
minutos. Estaremos reservando 3 lugares para personas que lle-
guen sin reservacion y quieran confesarce. Usted pudiera registrar-
ce para mas tiempo, por ejemplo de 5:00 a 5:20 pm. de 5:20-5:40pm, 
y otra vez de 5:40-6:00 por un tiempo de una hora en total. Nosotros 
queremos que todas las personas que quieran venir tengan una 
oportunidad." 
 
Presione en el lugar de registrarce. (Si este no esta activo copie y 
peguelo en su paguina). https://signup.com/go/cudqAYC 
 
 
 
 
Reconciliation/Confesiones 
Registrations are not required for confession; however, we will still limit the total persons in Church to 10 and you are re-
quired to wear a mask and follow safe distance guidelines.  
 
Registraciones no es mandatorio para las confesiones; pero nos toca que limitar el número total de las personas 
a solamente 10 y es requerido usar cubre boca/mascara y seguir las guías de distanciamiento. 
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Readings for Today, Pentacost Sunday 

Reading 1, Acts 2:1–11 
 When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came from the sky a 
noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as 
of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a 
large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. They were astounded, 
and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear 
them in his native language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappado-
cia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from 
Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the 
mighty acts of God.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm R. (cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
the earth is full of your creatures; R.  
 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
may the LORD be glad in his works! 
Pleasing to him be my theme; 
I will be glad in the LORD.  R.  
 
If you take away their breath, they perish 
and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth.  R.   
 
Reading 2, 1 Cor 12:3b–7, 12–13 
 Brothers and sisters: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of spiritual 
gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same 
God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. 
 As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all   
given to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Gospel, Jn 20:19–23 
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The Eng-
lish translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

O St. Laurence, generous servant of the Church 
and deacon of God’s people, most loving patron 
of our parish, inspire our hearts with your total 
and courageous love for Christ. Encourage us, 
and intercede that we too give away our lives, 
little by little, toward the advancement of the 
Church’s mission and the spiritual health of our 
parish.  Help us not to fear the cost of disciple-
ship, but focus with faith on the glorious effects of 
your grace in our lives. St. Laurence, pray for us! 



 

 

Entonces aparecieron lenguas de fuego, que se distribuyeron y se posaron sobre ellos. — Hechos 2:3 

Lecturas de Domingo, Domingo de Pentecostes  

Primera lectura, Hch 2, 1–11 
 El día de Pentecostés, todos los discípulos estaban reunidos en un mismo lugar. De repente se oyó un gran ruido que 
venía del cielo, como cuando sopla un viento fuerte, que resonó por toda la casa donde se encontraban. Entonces apare-
cieron lenguas de fuego, que se distribuyeron y se posaron sobre ellos; se llenaron todos del Espíritu Santo y empezaron a 
hablar en otros idiomas, según el Espíritu los inducía a expresarse. 
 En esos días había en Jerusalén judíos devotos, venidos de todas partes del mundo. Al oír el ruido, acudieron en ma-
sa y quedaron desconcertados, porque cada uno los oía hablar en su propio idioma. 
 Atónitos y llenos de admiración, preguntaban: “¿No son galileos, todos estos que están hablando? ¿Cómo, pues, los 
oímos hablar en nuestra lengua nativa? Entre nosotros hay medos, partos y elamitas; otros vivimos en Mesopotamia, Ju-
dea, Capadocia, en el Ponto y en Asia, en Frigia y en Panfilia, en Egipto o en la zona de Libia que limita con Cirene. Algu-
nos somos visitantes, venidos de Roma, judíos y prosélitos; también hay cretenses y árabes. Y sin embargo, cada quien 
los oye hablar de las maravillas de Dios en su propia lengua”. 
 
Salmo Responsoria R. (cf 30) Envía, Señor, tu Espíritu, a renovar la tierra.  
Bendice, al Señor, alma mía; 
Señor y Dios mío, inmensa es su grandeza. 
¡Qué numerosas son tus obras, Señor! 
La tierra está llena de tus creaturas.  R.  
 
Si retiras tu aliento, 
toda creatura muere y vuelve al polvo. 
pero envías tu espíritu, que da vida, 
y renuevas el aspecto de la tierra.  R.  
 
Que Dios sea glorificado para siempre 
y se goce en sus creaturas. 
Ojalá que le agraden mis palabras 
y yo me alegraré en el Señor.  R.  
 
Segunda lectura, 1 Cor 12, 3b–7. 12–13 
 Hermanos: Nadie puede llamar a Jesús “Señor”, si no es bajo la acción del Espíritu Santo. 
 Hay diferentes dones, pero el Espíritu es el mismo. Hay diferentes servicios, pero el Señor es el mismo. Hay diferentes 
actividades, pero Dios, que hace todo en todos, es el mismo. En cada uno se manifiesta el Espíritu para el bien común. 
 Porque así como el cuerpo es uno y tiene muchos miembros y todos ellos, a pesar de ser muchos, forman un solo 
cuerpo, así también es Cristo. Porque todos nosotros, seamos judíos o no judíos, esclavos o libres, hemos sido bautizados 
en un mismo Espíritu para formar un solo cuerpo, y a todos se nos ha dado a beber del mismo Espíritu. 
 
Evangelio, Jn 20, 19–23 
 Al anochecer del día de la resurrección, estando cerradas las puertas de la casa donde se hallaban los discípulos, por 
miedo a los judíos, se presentó Jesús en medio de ellos y les dijo: “La paz esté con ustedes”. Dicho esto, les mostró las 
manos y el costado. 
 Cuando los discípulos vieron al Señor, se llenaron de alegría. De nuevo les dijo Jesús: “La paz esté con ustedes. Co-
mo el Padre me ha enviado, así también los envío yo”. 
 Después de decir esto, sopló sobre ellos y les dijo: “Reciban el Espíritu Santo. A los que les perdonen los pecados, les 
quedarán perdonados; y a los que no se los perdonen, les quedarán sin perdonar”. 
 
Los textos de la Sagrada Escritura utilizados en esta obra han sido tomados de los Leccionarios I, II y III, propiedad de la Comisión Episcopal de Pastoral Litúrgica de la Conferencia Episcopal Mexicana, copy-
right © 1987, quinta edición de septiembre de 2004. Utilizados con permiso. Todos los derechos reservados. Debido a cuestiones de permisos de impresión, los Salmos Responsoriales que se incluyen aquí 
son los del Leccionario que se utiliza en México. Su parroquia podría usar un texto diferente. 

Oh San Lorenzo, generoso servi-
dor de la    Iglesia y diácono del 
pueblo de Dios, patron amoroso 
de nuestra parroquia, inspira en  
nuestros corazones el amor total y 
valiente por Cristo. Fortalecenos e 
intercede para que nosotros 
también demos nuestras vidas, 
poco a poco, hacia el avance de 
la misón de la Iglesia y la salud 
espiritual de nuestra  parroquia. 
Ayúdanos a no temer el costo del disipulado, sino en-
focarnos con fe en los gloriosos efectos de tu gracia en 
nuestras vidas. ¡San Lorenzo, ruega por nosotros! 
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God’s Word for Children 



 

 

There appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. — Acts 2:3 

Congratulations to St. Laurence Catholic School, Class of 2020! 

Trace Girgis Victor Miranda Charlie Mao 

Malakai Mortensen Yareli Rodriguez Adrian Rodriguez 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Staff 

This was my first and only year with the St. Laurence 
School Family. I have to say that I love the warm welcome I 
received and the unity that the school has. I will forever 
keep the St. Laurence School Family in my heart. 
Ms. Vanessa Castro, School Secretary 

What I love about the St. Laurence School Family. 
 Everyone places an emphasis on “Success For All”.  This 
school is like a family that passes traditions down the line 
for many years.  And most of all, the St. Laurence School   
Family has a “Heart of Gold” with so many good deeds 
done by so many people that go unnoticed. 
Mr. Cantu, Principal 

Hi St. Laurence families, 
I miss you and hope you are well! So, I was asked to share 
what I loved about St. Laurence and my first thought was 
how do I put that into words that don’t fill the entire bulletin? 
But, as I sit here and think about it, it really comes down to 
one thing…the moments. I was blessed to spend three 
years (that’s 1,576,800 moments) with a community that 
was a family to me and made me feel welcome from day 
one. It was what filled so many of those moments…the con-
versations, the smiles, the hugs, the pride, the high fives, 
the tears and everyone I got to share them with that is what 
I love about St. Laurence. I am a better person because of 
those moments and I will never forget how each person that 
crossed my path while there made me feel the love that is 
unique to StL. It is a truly special place.  Forever a Tiger, 
Wendy Kelly, Former Principal 

What I love about the St. Laurence School Family is that it 
is a family.  I have always felt fortunate to be a part of a 
school that feels like home.   After 29 years of teaching at 
St. Laurence I will miss seeing the people that have been 
such a big part of my life every day.  I will truly hold you in 
my heart forever. 
Jo Trisilla, Teacher 

After 40 years here at St. Laurence, there are no words that 
can adequately express how I feel. My love for the families, 
students, and staff could never be written in words. The 
emptiness I have in leaving will continue to be filled with the 
beautiful memories you all have given me.  
Thank you, 
Sue Turas, Teacher 

Hello everyone.  This is Phyllis Jensen, Former Teacher 
and Principal at St. Laurence School.  With the school 
closing I have been asked to write what I loved about St. 
Laurence.  Being at St. Laurence for 32 years I have many 
fond memories, but what I loved most is the sense of family 
and community I felt there. This was due entirely to the peo-
ple who made up St. Laurence. 
-  Parents and grandparents who could be relied upon for 
almost everything from help in the classroom to repairing a 
leaky pipe. So many of you saved the day so many times. 
- The teachers, priest and staff who worked hard to make 
St. Laurence a nurturing, positive and friendly place and 
one I enjoyed going to every day. 
- The students who made me proud of their achievements 
at St. Laurence, high school and beyond. 
- And the parishioners who celebrated with us, supported 
our fund raisers and donated to special causes.  
It has been a pleasure and a honor to be part of the St.   
Laurence Community.  Any school can provide a child with 
an education, but St. Laurence offered so much more and 
that was a sense of caring, belonging and family. 
Thank you St. Laurence for 32 wonderful and amazing 
years. 
My prayers are with everyone to be safe and well during 
these unusual times. 
 

How do you capsulize 32 years of working at St. Laurence 
School? First thing that comes to mind is all the great facul-
ty, students, families, priests and parishioners who touched 
my life in so many special ways. Secondly, I was blessed 
with so many memories, celebrations, along with cherished 
friendships. I was privileged to experience my 3 children 
receive their sacraments and graduate from this quality in-
stitution. Thanks to all of you who shared your children with 
us and supported us. It has left me with a lifetime of memo-
ries. I so enjoy running into so many former students as 
adults out in the community, when they came to visit, or 
when they enrolled their own children in their Alma Mater. 
Although the school is closed now, it does not diminish all 
the great accomplishments achieved or the memories it 
holds. I will continue to support and be a part of this great 
community through the church. Stay safe and God bless. 
Mrs. Laudont, Former School Secretary. 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Staff 

St. Laurence is family to me. All the wonderful children and 
their families who have walked through these halls are in my 
heart. I will truly miss watching them grow in every way day 
to day. First Communion, Christmas performances, the Pas-
sion Play, May Crowning, and graduation were, of course, 
very special but every day was special.  
    I'm looking forward to hearing about the children's 
achievements and successes as they follow in the footsteps 
of the graduates who came before them. The St.  Laurence 
family can be proud of so many who went to school here. 
    Words cannot express how much those who I have 
worked with at St. Laurence School mean to me or how 
much I will miss them. These dedicated, talented, and   lov-
ing teachers have been so inspirational to me. They have 
always been there to encourage me to do my best as they 
have always done theirs. Knowing I could count on them to 
support me through troubled times went without question. 
   Thank you my dear St. Laurence family for giving me the 
opportunity to teach your beautiful children and to work with 
such a wonderful and dedicated group of people. You will 
always have my love and be in my prayers.  
 Norine Huber , Teacher 

Even though I have only taught at St. Laurence for one 
year, my daughter has been a student for the last eight 
years. I will miss the deep sense of family at this school. We 
have made lifelong friendships and will forever be grateful.  
     I feel that I have been extraordinarily blessed to have 
been afforded the opportunity to work with these magnifi-
cent teachers and staff.  They have become partners in rais-
ing our daughter and have had a deep impact on the young 
lady she is today and will be for her lifetime.  As I continue 
my teaching career, I take with me a small part of each of 
these teachers; Connie’s patience, Lynette’s fresh take on 
things, Kathleen’s calming reassurance, Norine’s eagerness 
to continue to learn new things, Kathy’s ways of always 
keeping things light with humor, Patti’s fun ways of helping 
kids, Kathy J’s ability to put a positive spin on anything, Jo’s 
outgoing humorous personality and Sue’s way of making 
everyone feel as though they’re her favorite. Thank you 
friends. 
Jennifer Groscost, Teacher 

St. Laurence was very welcoming to a new teacher. Even 
though I was here for only a short time, each staff member, 
child, parent, and the few parishioners I was fortunate 
enough to meet made me feel like I was a part of this family 
for many years. I will miss the selfless giving, kind words, 
prayers, and laughter that I shared with each & everyone of 
you. God bless everyone on their new journeys! 
Kathy Shull, Teacher 

Teaching at St. Laurence these last two years has been 
one of the most enjoyable experiences of my teaching ca-
reer. I have been blessed with wonderful students and in-
credibly generous and supportive colleagues. I wish our 
students and their families all the best, and hope that wher-
ever my colleagues go they receive as warm a welcome as 
they have given me. I will always treasure the friendships I 
have made at St. Laurence. 
Kathleen Schaefer , Teacher 

There are so many things that will be missed from the best 
school ever.  The students are amazing at this school.  
There is a closeness that is shared and many others will 
never experience.  The teachers gave their heart and soul 
to this school.  Always helping one another and making 
new teachers always feel welcomed.  The parents were 
kind and caring.  I will miss my school "family" that helped 
me get through some difficult times.  There will always be a 
special place in my heart for all of you.  I am so blessed 
that I worked with so many special people. 
Patti Wright, Teacher 

I was part of the class of 1994 and am the current Athletic 
Director and Head Coach.  My grandfather was Frank    
Termini and my mom was also a grad.  The school is 
steeped in such a rich tradition and history that I am just 
happy I was, and continue to be, part of it.  Although the 
thing I loved the most was being afforded the opportunity to 
send my son Wesley (current pre-k student and would have 
been part of the class of 2029) to the school to be part of 
the last year (at least being able to be part of the experi-
ence for a short time).  He was blessed to have such a 
great year and experience the fabulous teachers, many of 
whom I learned from myself, and education in both scholas-
tic curriculum and faith.  The foundation is invaluable and 
will be something we cherish forever.  Thank you everyone 
who came before me for building such a beautiful heritage.   
Wes Pierce, Head Coach/AD 

The thing I will miss most about St. Laurence is the people.  
I will cherish the countless memories I have of all the     
relationships I have been blessed to have made at           
St. Laurence. 
Kathy Jones, Teacher 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Current Students 

What I will miss most about St. Laurence is the teachers.  
Charlie Mao, 8th Grade 

I will miss the teachers and the principal and all the church 
and my friends.  I will miss the events in the school. 
Yareli Rodriguez, 8th Grade 

This is a hard question to answer but if I were to sum it all it 
up, it would be the learning-bound trips like Cantigny, the Hol-
ocaust museum, the museum of science &  industry, and 
Camp Timber-Lee. Bonding with friends and learning new 
things from teachers. The teacher has the most important role 
to teach and to others who are taught to have the right mind-
set to teach for many generations or to follow their dreams. So 
in conclusion, what I will miss is the opportunity to have fun 
learning and to explore and expand our mind set and hearts 
with a passion.  To the teachers of St. Laurence: I love you all 
for all you have done. I will miss you all. 
Benjamin Molina, 7th Grade 

St. Laurence is not only a school,  but a home for many chil-
dren and teens. I will miss St. Laurence because it's where I 
grew up.  St. Laurence closing down feels like someone is 
taking a part of me away. I love all my friends and teachers at 
St. Laurence, but the time has come where I have to let them 
go. I will miss all the girl talks with Mrs. Jones and Ms. Turas, 
all the fun activities we did together, the seating arrange-
ments to where we want so we could talk, all the times I 
fought with the boys in my class about stupid stuff, and all the 
field trips. I'm going to miss rolling my eyes at Mrs. Trisilla and 
spending time with the teachers. I'm going to miss going to 
Church super early and hearing the choir sing, listening to 
Father Andrew, Father Bob and Deacon Joe. I’m going to 
miss everything about St. Laurence. 
Isabella Montes, 7th Grade 

What I miss most about school is the family there.  We are so 
united that we all work together, and the memories we had 
together of the passion play to the 8th graders in the past be-
ing funny and etc.  All the times out of school like to trick or 
treat or to clean the church on Fridays, and our friends and 
family of the church.  That is why I love St. Laurence;  be-
cause of the friends and family.  
Charlie Elwood, 7th Grade 

What I would miss from St. Laurence the most is my friends, 
teachers, and all the fun activities we do.  
Olivia Garcia - 7th grade  

I will miss my friends and my teachers. Throughout my eight 
years at St. Laurence, I created very special bonds with every-
one and I consider them part of my family. I am going to miss 
the fun times we all had, and all of the memories we made.  
This school has been all I have known for most of my life, I will 
miss it terribly.  Thank you to all of my teachers past and pre-
sent, you have taught and guided me to be a better person.     
I love you all. 
Delaney Groscost, 7th Grade 

I don’t think anyone knows what they’re going to miss the most 
until we get into our new schools. When we wake up one day 
and realize we are going to school, but there isn’t a morning 
meeting today and Mrs. Trisilla isn’t going to tell a joke today 
or it’s not dance Friday and Mrs. Turas isn’t going to be there 
to dance today. We won’t hear Mrs. Jones say, “I don’t know 
Mrs. Trisilla,  why did the chicken cross the road?”  I don’t 
think any of it’s going to hit us until we’re all separated and we 
aren’t with the same group of friends we’ve been with almost 
every day for the past few years.  We won’t have that cheesy 
macaroni and cheese for lunch anymore.  We won’t see our 
teachers, who not only taught us what we know, but taught us 
how special each one of us are. There’s so much that we are 
going to miss, but it’s not going to hit us until we’ve seen 
what’s new.  
Joey Carey, 7th Grade 

Not only am I going to miss my friends, I’m going to miss all 
the teachers. They have all been so wonderful to me and just 
been such a big help. The only thing I can say about St. Lau-
rence school is that it's the best school ever and nothing will 
replace that!  
Ariana Jackson, 6th Grade 

I will miss all the teacher’s at the school because they took 
their time to teach us and help us understand so we could 
have a better future.  They didn’t only help us with learning 
stuff like math, science, english, social studies, etc., they also 
helped us if there was something wrong with people hurting 
your feelings or a question we didn’t understand. And it's not 
just the teachers I will miss. I will miss the school because I 
had so many good memories there and don’t want to leave it 
behind. I might have only been there for two years but it really 
does feel like a second home to me. 
Jayden Fuentes, 6th Grade 

What I miss about STL is seeing my friends and seeing my 
teachers. 
Luis Vargas, 7th Grade 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Current Students (continued) 

My relationships with the teachers and how I am so close 
with some them that I could pour my heart out to them, tell 
them my problems and they’d always be there for me.  Mrs. 
Trisilla’s jokes.  The amazing lunches.  My teacher’s teach-
ing methods. I feel like I could never be taught the same 
way, they could always make school fun! I’ve always felt 
comfortable at St. Laurence.  It’s like my second home and 
will always be. I will never feel this way ever again in any 
other school.  The companionship of my classmates. 
Sometimes they can be very annoying but they’re like fami-
ly to me. The super fun gym activities and Tech assign-
ments.  Passion Play!  Our fun activities on Catholic 
Schools Week.  Father Bob and Father Andrew.  Choir! 
Although I sound like a dying llama when I sing, Choir was 
always fun.  Lol basically everything! 
Cameron Carpio, 6th Grade 

What I will miss about St.  Laurence is the food and the fun 
projects and stuff like that.  I will also miss the teachers and 
my friends.  Stay safe everyone! 
Samuel Castillo - 6th grade  

The first day I arrived, the teachers were already so nice to 
me.  They helped me with everything; always had a smile, 
always helping.  Sometimes in schools, most teachers don't 
go the extra mile to help a student, but at St. Laurence  
every teacher goes the extra mile.  The teachers are what   
I will miss most about  St. Laurence.  THANK YOU!  
Jesse Ponce, 6th Grade 

I will miss E V E R Y T H I N G!!! 
Johnny Martinez, 6th Grade 

What I will miss about St Laurence. I will miss my friends 
that are not going to the same school as me. I will miss the 
teachers. I will miss all the fun times we had at lunch, dur-
ing recess, and in all our other classes. All the jokes that 
have been told. I will miss all the games in gym class. I will 
miss all the memories we have made, all the fun times, all 
the games we made. But, I will never forget: once a tiger, 
always a tiger! 
Grayson Reibel, 6th Grade 

The thing I will miss most about St. Laurence is all the 
teachers and fun projects and activities. 
Ryan Ramsden, 6th Grade 

I will miss the teachers the most because they are nice and 
I’ve known them since I was very little, so that’s why I’ll 
miss them the most. 
Natalie Arambula, 5th Grade 
  
 What I will miss most about Saint Laurence is all the nice 
teachers and how they all help us out in any way they can, 
and how they always have a smile on their faces. I will defi-
nitely miss all of my friends that go there and how they al-
ways take care of me. But most of all I will miss all of my 
memories here. 
Autumn Jackson, 5th Grade 
  
What I will miss most about Saint Laurence is how much 
the teachers care about me. 
Liam Martinez, 5th Grade 
  
I can’t choose one thing I will miss most about St. Laurence 
because I will miss everything and everyone. A couple 
things I will miss about St. Laurence are the jokes Mrs. 
Trisilla says, all my friends, and all of the teachers.♡ 
Emma Miranda, 5th Grade 
  
I’ll miss my friends, teachers, and my classes. The school 
holds memories.  And by the way, thank you corona; you 
just HAVE to come to the world (I’m being sarcastic).  But 
what I’ll miss the most is the uniform.  It helped me blend 
into the crowd. 
Jordyn Wozniak, 5th Grade 

What I will miss about St.Laurence is the teachers.  I will 
miss going to school and seeing my friends because we 
won’t see each other anymore.  I will also miss all the 
teachers who taught me and I will miss having field trips 
with all my classmates and eating lunch with all my friends.  
School is also great because I love all my teachers for 
teaching me. I really appreciate it.  
KC Barclay, 4th Grade 
  
I will miss all my friends and teachers who have helped me 
with my work and hard times; mostly the teachers because 
they put their time in teaching us every day. 
Christian Kolia, 4th Grade 

I will miss the teachers and my friends. 
Kelsey Garcia, 5th Grade 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Current Students (continued) 

The things I will miss about STL are the staff, teachers and 
friends.  They always help me in hard times and help me 
when I need help and everyone is nice and friendly. But 
really I will miss everything in STL.  Go Tigers!!! 

Alex Ramsden, 4th grade  

 

What I will miss about St. Laurence is the people. The 
teachers, classmates, and staff. I will miss you. 

Christian Buljatin, 4th Grade 

 

I will miss all the teachers, having recess and lunch, giving 
them hugs and taking pictures. I will miss wearing a uni-
form and mostly going to church and singing in choir. I will 
miss going on the field trips. I will miss giving them gifts  
when it is Valentines, Halloween, and Christmas  when I 
was little.  I have been there for 5 years. 

Maiya Parker, 4th Grade 

  

All the people and teachers at STL.  I hope I see you. 
LOVE Y’ALL! 

Bella Rojas, 4th Grade 

  

What I will miss about St. Laurence is the dance Fridays, 
the happiness of the teachers. Mrs. Tricilla telling her morn-
ing jokes. How I was part of the choir at Wednesday Mass, 
and all the help and enthusiasm from Ms. Reed and Mr. 
Lucas to teach us all the songs. Ms. Turas and her beauti-
ful smile and seeing her with her beautiful outfits and 
matching jewelry. Mrs. Jones being very sweet to us and 
understanding and having fun in the Math projects. Mrs. 
Wright always pushing us to be better in everything we do. 
Ms. G. and her creativity in teaching us and all the help in 
Catholic Schools week, we had fun! I will miss the hallways 
where I had many laughs with my friends! 

Veronica Santos, 4th Grade 

  

I will miss all the fun and teachers I have had. We did some 
really cool projects. I will miss all the friends I have met.   

Alexis Soriano, 4th Grade 

  

What I will miss about STL is all the caring teachers and 
staff.  The teachers at STL give a lot of effort for their kids.  
They also stay up late to grade all of our assignments, pro-
jects and so much more.  They also prepare all of our fun 
projects for us to do.  They give up all of their time just for 
us.  The staff also helps us a lot.  For example, Chef  
Michelle.  She makes a big effort just to serve food to some 
of the STL students.  Another example is Ms. Vanessa.  
She calls our parents when we don’t feel good, gives us an 
ice pack when something hurts, gives us a bandage when 
we scrape our knee, or gives us a helping hand when we 
need it.  I will also miss all of my friends.  Even though I 
might see some of my friends at my new school, I will still 
miss them.  And the students at STL are all my friends.  
Small, big, older, younger.  It doesn’t matter to me. Every-
one at STL is my friend. 

Hannah Borja, 4th Grade 

I’ll miss seeing friends and playing. I will miss St. Laurence 
Tigers. 

Nate Del Rosario, 3rd Grade 

  

I will miss gym, technology, art, my class, my classmates, 
my teacher, my art teacher, all the teachers, including the 
principal and Ms. Vanessa. Everything in St Laurence that's 
what I will miss most . 

Julia Mozdzen - 3rd grade  

 

I will miss mostly the people and how generous they are to 
me.  I will also miss the place and all the things there.  I 
also miss reading things as a class. 

Hailey Montes, 3rd Grade 

 

I will miss all my friends I have made throughout the years 
and teachers. I will also miss the principal and the people 
that help a lot in St.Laurence like the lunch moms and 
Ms.G. I will especially miss all the teachers I've had through 
the years.  I hope everyone will have a good summer. 

Lyla Wicker, 3rd Grade 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Alumni 

I would not trade the memories I made at St. Laurence or 
the impeccable faculty for anything. The experiences I had 
made me who I am today and I wish more students could 
be fortunate enough to get the privilege to attend such an 
amazing school. St. Laurence will always have a special 
place in my heart.  I loved my teachers, the passion play, 
circle time, outdoor education, etc. The long list of beloved 
memories I made here are unforgettable. 
Lauren Byrne, Class of 2016 

St. Laurence brings back the best childhood memories. 
Looking back I realized how special it was to feel connect-
ed to and nurtured by every teacher. They fostered our 
creativity with fun activities like rollercoaster projects, paint-
ing the US map on the floor, outdoor ed, and science fairs. 
I also enjoyed playing piano at morning school Masses. I 
will forever cherish those ...just like how I will forever re-
member the lyrics to the Easter choir songs! Thank you St. 
Laurence!  
Sarah Dino (formerly Siazon) 

What I loved most about St. Laurence were the amazing 
teachers I had the honor of having. They were the best role 
models, teaching us how to be caring, accepting, kind, and 
compassionate through their own words and actions. The 
impact they had on me as a child inspired me to study   
Elementary Education now in college. They are the exam-
ples of authenticity and selflessness I strive to model for 
my future students! 
Emily Bruneman, Class of 2014 (2004-2014) 

I am part of 4 generations that have attended St. Laurence 
– mom graduated 1939; me 1961; children 1984, 1987, 
1990; grandchildren 2012, 2014. 
Fond memories of driving Sisters of Mercy to Chicago for 
visits, special processions, human rosary, recitals, singing 
daily Mass, basketball in the gym, memorizing Baltimore 
Catechism, 54 or more students in a class, Sisters empha-
sizing discipline and learning the three R’s, May crowning, 
St. Edward valedictorians from St. Laurence, Girl Scouts, 
priests taking us to ballgames in Chicago and so many 
lasting friendships!  Thank you to all who made this possi-
ble for 90 years! 
Mary Kae Weidner Hoffmann 

First thing would be the teachers, past and present. We 
were a family at St. Laurence School. I got to know the  
students well and enjoyed each and everyone of them. 
Good bye St. Laurence. 
Josie Castro 

St. Laurence School was an institution, a close community 
of students, teachers, and staff. Generations of families 
could go there and still see the same friendly, familiar    
faces. With all the memories, good and bad, St. Laurence 
forged who I am. That is why I love the school and hold its 
community in my heart. 
Jessica Ann Martinez, Padilla, Class of 1995 

I loved many things about St. Laurence - my classmates, 
the stories we read, the songs we sang, the field trips, the 
traditions, and, of course, the All-School Masses. But what 
I've always loved most is the faculty, who are the heart of 
the school. I'd like to give special recognition to Mrs.      
Laudont, Mrs. Jensen, Mrs. Trisilla, and Ms. Turas, who 
always treated my family and me with such warmth and 
kindness. 
Christine Padilla, Class of 1996 (1988-1996) 

Growing up at St. Laurence Catholic School was like being 
part of a larger family. It was a small environment where 
most families knew each other and grew up together. 
Academics were strong especially in Math and English, but 
the real strength was through daily Religion classes and 
prayer.  You cannot get this through a public school which 
is why I chose a Catholic school for my own children. 
The school then gets extended through the church, with 
Mass on Friday, First Communion, Confirmation, May 
Crowning and numerous other church events. 
I am glad my parents chose to send me to St. Laurence.  
My mom attended St. Laurence also and I believe her 
strong faith, along with my experiences growing up in a 
Catholic school environment, helped to develop the faith I 
have today. 
Valerie Wilson DeFrenza, Class of 1972 

St. Laurence was a place for me to grow, explore, and build 
relationships that have helped me throughout my life. Each 
year I had teachers who cared about me as a student both 
inside and outside of the classroom. I am a teacher today 
with my own students because of the positive influence 
those educators had on me.  Thanks! 
Maggie Koch, Class of 2007 (1997-2007) 



 

 

St. Laurence gave me opportunities to reach my full poten- 
tial.  In particular, Ms. Turas taught me English and I have 
since become the Managing Editor of the 2020 Iowa 
Newspaper of the Year and gained many scholarships as 
an undergraduate Journalism student at the University of 
Iowa. Ms. Turas cares about her students, and helped me 
learn where my passion lied — in my writing. I wouldn’t be 
where I am today without the education I had at St.        
Laurence. 
St. Laurence was the place where I met my 4 best friends, 
all of whom I have held closely to my heart. Danyelle, Kelly, 
Teagan & Maddie — we met in third grade and we have 
remained friends from STL to High School (Going 5 sepa- 
rate ways in HS) to College (Going 5 separate ways, yet 
again). These 4 are my bridesmaids for one day when I get 
married and my life-long friends until we are old and gray. 
Thank you St. Laurence! 
Alexandra Skores, Class of 2013 (2007-2013)  

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Alumni (continued) 

There was definitely a lot that I loved about STL. Mostly I 
think the small class sizes and close relationships that were 
built was what I loved the most. Coming from a public 
school where classes were huge. It was wonderful to have 
teachers who knew you instead of just of knowing your 
name. Mrs. Turas is definitely one of my favorite teachers 
and memories. 
My mom, Susan Termini-Pistorio, also attended STL from 
1960-1968.  
Elizabeth J. Pistorio, Class of 2004 

I loved the little things like pizza on Friday’s or important 
events like May Crowing.  Most of all I loved the teachers, 
who not only taught me about math, science and English, 
but taught me life lessons that have made me a better per-
son. I didn’t know it then, but St. Laurence is where I had 
some of the best memories. 
Nathalia Aguirre Class of 2018 (3rd-8th)  

So many memories... first communion, first penance, First 
Friday Mass followed by sweet rolls and hot chocolate. The 
stage (no longer there) which we preformed a play, Holles-
ter Halls, band concert and talent show. Sang at daily mass 
(6,7,8th grade). May Crowning, St. Teresa's Golden Jubilee 
as a sister of Mercy. Many processions on Holy Days. Con-
firmation and 8th grade graduation. We had 2 nuns that 
taught us in 8th grade, Sister Eustace and Ignatius. Their 
frequent warning was "Woe Betide You" !   
Catherine Thiel-Hejnosz 

St. Laurence was an amazing experience. If I had to name 
one thing I loved most about St. Laurence it would have to 
be the teachers. To this day I feel like I was blessed to have 
the teachers I had in grade school. From coming in early to 
help get me ready for a test, eating lunch with me to review 
a lesson that still wasn’t clear, or even staying after school 
to help with homework. I remember Outdoor education and 
our 8th grade boat trip and all the great memories that were 
made. It didn’t matter where I went to high school or what 
teachers I had, because I felt St. Laurence gave me the 
study skills to be successful independently if need be. See-
ing many of the same faces still at the school proves the 
dedication and love the school has offered. 
Jordan (Genz) Fens, Class of 1999 

I loved how our teachers always had us looking forward.  
We, as a class, were encouraged to explore our potential 
and creativity.  We were lucky to grow up with music, art, 
athletics, aside from the social studies, math, english, sci-
ence and religion.  We were ALWAYS challenged well 
above the average and we amazingly rose to meet those 
challenges... begrudgingly a lot of times.  
I was very well prepared for my High School journey and 
excelled in subjects I definitely struggled with in the past.  
How I ever tested into honors science in high school is be-
cause of St. Laurence science teachers!  Mr. Swanson, our 
5th or 6th grade science teacher set that bar high!! 
Thank you isn't enough for the time our teachers invested 
in us.  I'm proud of my class, proud of my teachers and 
proud of the education I received in a caring environment.   
Sorry to see the legacy end, 
Laura Olsen, Class of 1982 

I will always be thankful for the education that I received at 
St. Laurence. It molded me into the person I am today. I 
was taught to have a servant’s heart; to serve others is to 
serve God. I became a nurse and try to live this tenet in my 
daily life. I am heartbroken that St. Laurence School is  
closing. 
Lisa Arbulu Padilla, Class of 1984 

What I loved about St. Laurence was the lifelong memories 
and friendships that I have made from being there for 10 
years. 
Marcelli Vios, Class of 2014 



 

 

What I love about St. Laurence School Family—Alumni (continued) 

St. Laurence is my home parish.  My favorite memory is of 
Fr. O'Neil letting all the kids rush him to hug him.  He knew 
us all by name (there were 7 of us).  Looking back, we were 
truly blessed. 
The Sisters are also a fond memory even though back then 
they were scary. 
Mr. Lucas and the choir are very much a part of our family's 
cherished memories of St. Laurence.  He recently sang at 
my brother's funeral Mass.  We received so many compli-
ments about the singing.  To this day we can breakout in 
song and air guitars when we are together! 
Thank you for the foundation the parish provided for our 
family. 
Cecilia Becerra Rosseljong, Class of 1976. 

Play, Outdoor Ed, and everyday classes. Without St.     
Laurence, I wouldn’t be who I am and I’ll always love what 
it gave me. 
Mallory Rejman 

St. Laurence brought so many great things into my life. I 
loved how close my class was and how a lot of them are 
still some of my best friends. Our incredible teachers, like 
Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Trisilla, and Mrs. Turas, who have       
inspired me to study education at school. I’ll always       
remember things like our Six Flags trip, and the Passion 
Play.   I have so many great memories about my time at St. 
Laurence.  My first friends were made here, that to this day, 
are still good friends.  
Some of my favorite memories are the school dances, the 
8th grade field trip to Great America, and the teachers like 
Mrs. Lucy Beckman, Miss Stran and, of course, Mrs. Turas.  
My 5th grade class was her first class at STL.  She was, 
and still is, loved by all her students. 
St. Laurence holds SO many memories.  It will be missed 
by many. 
Christine Rejman 

What I loved most about my time at St. Laurence were the 
great relationships I established with my lifelong friends and 
with the St. Laurence community. St. Laurence helped 
mold me into the person I am today, and I am forever  
grateful for the memories I have. 
Madelyn Spagnola, Class of 2013 

St. Laurence jump-started my education by surrounding me 
in a fun, loving, and family-oriented environment.  I, along 
with many of my family members, had the privilege of 
spending all (if not most) of our elementary and middle 
school years here.  During that time, I met some of my best 
friends, all of whom I'm still very close with today.  In addi-
tion, I was able to learn and 
grow in my faith, being guid-
ed by some of the best 
teachers I've ever had.  
Thank you to my parents for 
choosing to send me to St. 
Laurence, as the memories 
I've made there will never 
fade.  I am grateful to the 
staff and those that I met 
during my time there.  It truly 
was the best school! 
Danyelle Del Rosario  

What I loved about St. Laurence was all of the field trips we 
got a chance to go on, such as Brookfield Zoo and JFK 
Health World, just to name a couple. 
Leah Miller, Class of 2008 

ONCE A TIGER 

ALWAYS A TIGER 
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
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 FREE*
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United Way 2-1-1 can put you
in touch with organizations

ready to help you with: 
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with OneParish!

Medical Alert System
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• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation
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24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping
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NO Long Term Contracts
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$19.95
a month
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CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
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24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
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The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
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Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
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